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"SIMPLY BECAUSE WE ARE PRIESTS..."
Important statement to NCDPA
By Fr. Anthony Adetayo

A

s the Diocesan priests across
Nigeria gathered by delegation in
Lagos for the Annual General

Meeting at St. Leo Catholic Church, Ikeja, on
Tuesday 26th October for the opening Mass,
the Chief host and Chief celebrant, Most Rev.
Alfred Adewale Martins, Archbishop of
Lagos said the priests should lead the charge
of reorientation of the Nigerian person. The
program which is being hosted by Lagos
Province has in attendance the Bishop of
Ijebu-Ode Diocese, Most Rev. Francis
Obafemi Adesina as the concelebrating
Bishop.

Continued in page 3

IJEBU-ODE CATHOLIC DIOCESE FLAGS OFF
SYNODAL PROCESS
By Fr Anthonia Sokoya

I

t is no longer news that the entire Catholic world has started a new Synodal process.
The theme of the upcoming 16th Synod of Bishops is: “For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and Mission”. Synodality indicates walking together and
listening to one another but above all to the Holy Spirit. To deepen this essential
characteristic of the Church, the upcoming synod is unlike any previous one....
Continued in page 4
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JESUS THE KING OF PEACE AND LIFE

I

n a world ﬁlled with war and violence, it’s diﬃcult to see how
Jesus could be the all-powerful God who acts in human
history and be the embodiment of peace. But physical safety
and political harmony don’t necessarily reﬂect the kind of peace
He’s talking about. However, it is part of it. (John 14:27). Jesus
could have easily proclaimed himself as
king at anytime in his ministry. There
was a ready group of followers. In fact
Jn 6:15 shows that the crowd intended
to make him king by force. But instead
of agreeing with the crowd, he slipped
away. This is because he is not the kind
of king who would take his throne by
force. But he is our Spiritual King. He
is the King of Peace. If he announces
that to the people, they will
misunderstand, because there are no
true kings of peace in this world. So
instead of telling them, he shows them
what kind of king he is, by riding on a
donkey’s colt. It was the fulﬁllment of
Zech 9:9-11
The kings of the world do not oﬀer the
beneﬁts of Christ peace. In a lawful
country, we have a group of terrorists,
gangsters, perpetrating ungodly acts
under the cover of customs and
traditions. Some kings are enthroned
and corronated with serious ritual that involves the loss of lives as
if life is nothing. Even with the existence of natural justice, there is
a pressing need to reﬂect on the occurrence of the burial rites of

some African kings where heads are rolled to ﬁnally lay just a king
to rest. Some would not be buried for almost a year as long as those
barbaric traditions are yet to be carried out. The surrounding
remains tense and curfew would be declared suﬀocating both
business and movement of people and animals.
In contrast, Jesus triumphal entry into
Jerusalem is in stark opposition to the
entries of other Kings. Usually, a king
would enter his capital with a massive
show of force. He would enter on a
chariot or on a great warhorse. On
horseback, he could sit high above the
common people and look down upon
them. Such triumphal entries would often
be held after returning victoriously from
crushing his enemies. But Jesus was not
that kind of king, and his way of entry
shows much about what kind of king he is.
He came peacefully and His words are
always “Peace unto you.” (John
14:27;20:21) He came to give life and not
to destroy it. (John 10:10), He raised
Lazarus from the dead and Jairus’
daughter (John 11:1-44; Mark 5:21-43)
When Jesus comes to us, our heart may be
hard, like a walled and fortiﬁed city. Jesus
will not force himself in and proclaim
himself King. But if we invite him in, and
open the door, then he will come and be with us, heal us and give us
life in its fullness. Let us hail Him as king of peace and giver of life.

Anniversary Of Our Priests

Fr Gabriel Olanrewaju Fr Sylvester Onasanya Fr Martin-Rita Ogunbanwo
November 3rd
November 12
November 16

Fr Basil Matuluko
November 16

Birthdays Of Our Priests

Fr Leo Awojinrin
November 1

Fr Anthony Adebambo
November 12

Fr Dominic Okonwa, FI
November 13

Fr Bankole John SDB
November 16th

Fr James Oluka
November 19th

Fr Stephen Oshitimehin
November 24th

Fr Sylvester Onasanya
November 25th

Birthday Anniversary of Reverend Sisters
Sr Ogochukwu Obele TMML- November 8th Sr Mary Nwachukwu CP- November 14th Sr Nwaribe HFSN- November 15th
Sr Gertrude Elelegu SSL- November 16th Sr Cecilia Ihuoma OLLC- November 22nd Sr Julian Tonje OSF- November 26th
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The Bishop Speaks

JOIN ME IN PRAYING FOR DISPLACED PERSONS AND REFUGEES...
Bishop Adesina
By Fr. Anthony Adetayo

have been seeing migrate are multiple and which challenges policy
i n c r e a s e d complex. They include the making today.
protection risks to a b s e n c e o f e m p l o y m e n t C o n s i d e r i n g a l l t h e s e
t h i s a l r e a d y opportunities in their challenges facing the
p r o f o u n d l y c o u n t r i e s o f o r i g i n , t h e dipslaced persons, the Bishop
vulnerable group. s c a r c i t y o f h e a l t h a n d of the Catholic Diocese of
IDPs today face education services, or the Ijebu-Ode, Most Rev. Francis
a d d e d b u r d e n s desire to reunite with family O b a f e m i A d e s i n a i n h i s
and dangers due to members already in other November monthly circular

T

he largest group of

forcibly displaced

persons in the world,

IDPs have historically fallen
through the cracks, ignored by
their own governments and

the pandemic. The c o u n t r i e s : t h e y a r e a has urged everyone to join him
situation is exacerbated when combination of choice and in praying specially. "Join me
l a w s a r e v i o l a t e d . I f constraints. But we cannot in praying for diplaced
international humanitarian overlook that armed conﬂict persons and refugees, that
laws were fully respected in a n d o t h e r s i t u a t i o n s o f families who take in and
armed conﬂict, people would violence are major drivers support dissplaced persons
be much less exposed to the forcing people to leave their and refugees will ﬁnd support

Since COVID-19 began

humanitarian consequences homes. Whatever the motives, for their eﬀort which shows
they invariably face. The mixed population ﬂows are solidairy with the needy"

spreading around the world, we

reasons why people decide to the result and a phenomenon,

overlooked by donors.

"SIMPLY BECAUSE WE ARE PRIESTS..."
ARCHBISHOP MARTINS TO NCDPA
Continued from page 1

A

By: Fr. Anthony Adetayo

rchbishop Martins

carry out superstitious practices

went on in his homily

thereby holding the people down

saying, "In order to

in superstitions. As priests, we do

reorientate the Nigerian person,

not engross ourselves with

we have to take the lead simply

private ministries. Most of these

because we are priests. As we

ministries are against the

have gathered as Diocesan priests

instructions of the Local

working in Nigeria, we must

Ordinaries."

never lose the consciousness of

The program continued after the

the Priestly oﬃce of preaching

Mass with keynote address by

the word and celebrating the

correcting this and working on the better

sacraments."

version. The prelate continues, "Simply

Very Rev. Fr. Professor Anthony
Akinwale (OP) and other good will

It is true that the Nigerian personality is because we are priests, we do not involve messages from dignitaries of Church and
wrongly conceived, we must lead others in in fetish practices. As priests we do not State government wishing all the priests a
fruitful deliberation.
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IJEBU-ODE CATHOLIC DIOCESE FLAGS OFF
SYNODAL PROCESS

I

t starts with, and involves all the faithful at local
Churches across the world, promising to listen to
all, especially to laypeople. That is why this Synod
is a 2-year process, starting from October 10, 2021, to
October 2023.
The Vatican noted that The diocesan listening phase
will run until April 2022 and will be followed by a
continental phase from September 2022 to March 2023.
The ﬁnal “universal Church phase” will culminate in
the traditional assembly of the Synod of Bishops in the
Vatican in October 2023.
Following this stream of information, the diocesan
synodal phase fr Ijebu-Ode was declared by the Bishop,

Elizabeth Adubi

Most Rev. Francis Obafemi Adesina on the 17th of
october, 2021 at st. Sebastian Catholic Cathedral, OdoEgbo, Ijebu-Ode during the 7:30am Mass.
The Mass was celebrated by the Bishop and
concelebrated by Rev. Fr Daniel Ogunsanya.
The Bishop said the ﬁrst phase of the synod had taken
place at the last Priests recollection held on the 12th of
October, 2021 at St. Anthony Catholic Church, Ejinrin
road where Priests discussed the Synod extensively and
the second phase is the declaration of synod which has
taken place today. He urged everyone to follow the
process amicably which will be in diﬀrent phases right
from the grassroot level.

"Not To Be Involved In Politics
Is Not To Have A Say In How You Live"...
...Fr. John Patrick tells Christians

W

hen you dive into the subject of
Politics and the Christianity, you ﬁnd
some people the “separatists” who
think that the church and politics should never be
talked about together. You'll also ﬁnd other people
the “activists” who think that the Church should

have complete involvement in politics and priests
should even become state executives. These two
perspectives create a lot of tension and division
within the body of Christ, especially as election
period draws close in Nigeria.
As the question seems to come up, over and over
again, the Communication Commission of the
Catholic Diocese of Ijebu-Ode asked Very Rev. Fr.
John Patrick Ngoyi CICM on Aguda On Radio on
Sunday 31st October 2021. For the cleric, "Since
politics from the root Greek word explains the
organization, ordering and administration of the
city or the state which is known as the government,
why should a Christian not be part of the
organization of where he lives. Not to be involved
in politics is not to have a say in how you live"

When Fr. was asked if it is right for a Christian to be
involved in politics, Fr. gave an answer saying "the
question amounts to whether it is right for a
Christian to live in the society because politics
decides how one lives in the society". "If you want
to organize where I live then I should have a voice
if you want to organize where we live together then
I should have a say. I would like to put to the table
the principles and values I think my society should
be operated which is the principles of the followers
of Christ". You may belong to other faiths and you
have the obligation to put the same principles you
believe on the table just as I do as well. Then
together we argue, together we discuss, and
together we reach a compromise that will beneﬁt
me and beneﬁt you on the long run."

SAINT MARY THE IMMACULATE SCHOOL,
OKE-MARIA, ILADO
VACANCY FOR TEACHERS!
The following teachers are needed in the schools:
1. English teacher (Degree)
2. Account teacher (Degree)
3. Two NCE graduates.
Interested and qualiﬁed applicants should send applications and credentials to:The
Principal, Saint Mary The Immaculate Secondary School, Oke-Maria, Ilado
OR stmarytheimmaculateschool@gmail.com
ORWhatsapp: 0807 356 4785
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Youth Corner

TASUED SHUT DOWN TEMPORARILY.
By Stanley Umearukwa.

T

ravelers along the both sides of the ever
busy Federal road of Sagamu to Benin
Expressway and the new reconstructed
Epe to Ijebu Ode Road were on standstill at
about four hours as a result of a protest staged by
students of Tai Solarin University of Education
(Ijagun), Ogun State due to the arrest of their
colleagues by the Nigerian Military Oﬃcers
from the Sappers Barrack, Ilese in Odogbolu
Local Government Area of Ogun State.
This incidence started on Thursday, 28th of
October, 2021 as Soldiers arrested some of the
students at CONOIL Filling Station, the express
Road which leads to the University's Second
Gate. Hearing this news, the students in
solidarity to free their colleagues started posting
it on social media through diﬀerent hashtags

and staged a protest in the evening of that
particular Thursday. It was gathered by our
correspondence that when the soldiers returned
back to their duty at the expressway, they noticed
that the students were already out to protest
causing traﬃc gridlock and they responded
swiftly thereby resulting to the beating of the
students where scores of students were injured,.
A special release from the Students' Union of the
University through the Senate President of the
Students' Union Comrade Moredayo Ifedayo
Johnson and the Chief Judge of the Students'
Union, Comrade Ayobami Kareem on Thursday
night states; “Very assertively, the Students'
Union has declared lecture and exam free day
tomorrow, Friday, October 29, 2021 to press
home this unjust exploitation and assault. This is
total embarrassment and threat on our University
Community as a whole, and we will not let it go
unchecked. All students are to converge at
CONOIL Filling Station tomorrow by 7am for a
massive solidarity action”.
Following this statement, all the students came
out the next day as planned to the exact venue to
protest against the unjust treatment meted on
more than ten students including the Students
Union Government President, Comrade Rabiu
Sodiq and demand the immediate release of their
colleagues in the Military custody.

The University Senate hearing this summoned an
emergency meeting where the issues bothering
the University were discussed. Immediately
after the meeting, an oﬃcial announcement was
passed across the University collages through the
University P.R.O. Mrs Odubela, A.O. that the
University Senate has directed all the students to
vacate the University's campuses immediately.
Parents are advised to contact their wards and
ensure they return home forthwith.
As at Saturday, 30th of October, 2021, the
Students' Union Government's President and
others have been released and the entire
University Management is doing everything

possible to ensure that the remaining 12 students
were released from the military custody.

STUDENTS SHOULD BE ALLOWED
TO CHOOSE THEIR STUDY SUBJECTS...
Nigerian Catholic Priests rage
By Fr. Antony Adetayo

T

here has been a number of debates
as to whether primary and
secondary school students should
be given the opportunity to choose their
courses. Like any contentious subject, while
others are of the opinion that, subjects
should be chosen for the students, others
believe that, students should be given
complete freedom to choose the courses
they would love to study. When students are
admited, they are forced to study for
subjects they do not want to. Many students
complain that they are not allowed to choose
subjects they are interested in; rather, they are
forced to take compulsory subjects. In addition,

Association had their national annual general
meeting in St. Leo's Catholic Church Ikeja
which was hosted by Lagos Province between
Monday 25th and Friday29th October 2021.
Among many discussion as released in their
resolution, they kicked against imposition of
subjects on students. For them "This is very
wrong because, students should have more
freedom to choose their own courses for
several reasons. They also identify that some
subjects have watered down the value content
students complain that, they are forced to spend
their entire years in school doing things they of learning and as such, promote anti-christian
tendencies. They added that teachers should be
really do not need.
well-remunerated to encourage those in the
The Nigerian Catholic Diocesan Priests teaching profession.

November Edition 2021
The

VOLUME 4 NO 73/EST.2004 6

PA R N E R
News & Events

RESOLUTIONS REACHED BY THE NIGERIA CATHOLIC DIOCESAN PRIESTS’ ASSOCIATION (NCDPA) AT THE END OF HER 33RD
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) HELD AT ST. LEO’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, IKEJA, LAGOS FROM 25TH– 29TH OCTOBER, 2021.
1. Preamble:
We, the members of the Nigeria Catholic Diocesan Priests’Association, held our 33rdAnnual General Meeting at St. Leo’s Catholic Church, Ikeja, Lagos Archdiocese
from the 25th-29th of October 2021. After prayerful deliberations on the theme:: “The Foundational and Holistic Reorientation of the Nigerian Person: An Urgent
Imperative for the Church and State”, we do present the following resolutions:
2. Our Blessings: We give thanks to God for the creation of the new Diocese of Ekwulobia, with Most Rev. Peter Okpaleke, as her ﬁrst Bishop. We are also thankful for
the appointment of three more Bishops in the Church in Nigeria. Most Rev David Ajang, the Catholic Bishop of Laﬁa, who until his appointment was an active
member of the Association, as the Provincial Chairman of Jos Ecclesiastical Province; Most Rev. Sylvester Gopeb, the Auxiliary Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of
Minna and Most Rev Peter Nworie Chukwu, the Bishop of Abakaliki Diocese, who was the immediate past Chairman of the NCDPA of the Diocese. We congratulate
our Emeriti Archbishops/Bishops who celebrate their Golden Episcopal Jubilee; Anthony Cardinal Okogie of Lagos, ArchbishopFelix Alaba Job of Ibadan,
Archbishop Patrick Ekpu of Benin and Bishop Michael Fagun of Ekiti.
3. A Call for a Holistic Reorientation of the Nigerian Person
Although there are many reasons for great admiration of the Nigerian character or person, there are, however, ample reasons to be apprehensive about the Nigerian
person. Being a Nigerian today comes with a high cost which includes distrust, suspicion and rejection in many quarters occasioned by the prevalence of highpowered corruption, religionized nepotism, uninhibited banditry, police brutality, loss of hope in the Nigerian dream, and so on. These are causes of grave worries. The
advent of COVID-19 with its attendant challenges has further heightened this worry, not just for the Nigerian person, but also for the Church. The reality of the
COVID-19 pandemic among us has necessitated the re-examination and revitalization of the Mission of the Church[that all men are called to belong to the new people
of God (Lumen Gentium #13]. We note with great concern that, not only were Churches and places of worship locked down as part of the eﬀorts to contain the spread
of the virus, the services of religious leaders as essential workers, were also excluded. However, the gathering of families and small Christian communities has
reawakened the consciousness and ﬁdelity of the Church to her roots (Acts 2:46) and traditions with the family as its smallest unit (FamiliarisConsortio #17). At the
mention of a pandemic, COVID-19 comes to mind. However, a more devastating, deadliest, and oldest pandemic in human history is sin. This is most captivated in the
expression of St. Augustine - “the pandemic of self centered love that treats God and neighbours with contempt” (City of God #14.28). Sin disﬁgures the human
person. The Nigeria person is exposed to these diﬀerent pandemics and sin like other social vices that beleaguer the Nigerian man, disﬁgure him, making the need for a
reorientation an imperative. Beyond medical vaccination, education, rightly conceived, is the vaccination needed to overcome the pandemic of self-centeredness that
has befallen humanity. However, “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in vain” (Psalm 127:1). Consequently, the tripod of education, namely;
intellectual, technical, and ethical formations - stand on the ground of spiritual formation. Here, the human person acquires the competence to relate with his or her
inﬁnite design for the truth, the good and the eﬃcient; God.
4 Our Resolutions
We resolve to maintain our unalloyed loyalty to the Church, uphold our true priestly identity and untiringly promote the unique fraternity of the Catholic Priesthood.
Without equivocation, we resolve that we will intensify our passion for transforming lives through the Gospel, by feeding God’s people with well-prepared homilies
and catechetical instructions. We resolve too to keep reorientating our people, especially the youths, through quality education, formally and informally, in our
ministry. Be that as it may, the state must assist the citizen in his or her eﬀort to get a quality education. The state, consistent with the principle of subsidiarity, is to fulﬁl
this role, not by overbearing interventions in the education sector, but by providing an enabling environment for synergy for the family, voluntary agencies like the
church, and other religious 2 communities, and the corporate world in the task of ensuring that the average Nigerian gains access to good and quality education.
Against this backdrop, we, therefore, recommend the following:
i. That every Nigerian has a right to good education and should have unrestricted access to basic formal education namely, Primary and Secondary education.
ii. That Church and State collaborate to bring about the holistic formation of the human person. This could be achieved through the implementation of the aspects of
our Curriculum that are meant to inculcate virtue in learners. We also advocate that students have their preferred choices of subjects.
iii. Educationists in schools must be well equipped with suﬃciently qualiﬁed and meaningfully remunerated teachers for the task of forming the students.
iv. Parents as ﬁrst and primary educators must live up to their responsibility in the formation of their children.
v. Religious leaders must be innovative in their ministry with the appropriate use of the new media for Evangelization. However, in the use of social media by all,
caution, self-control, and moral discipline should be taken into cognizance.
vi. All state institutions should stand up to their responsibilities of providing adequate security, making appointments devoid of nepotism and sentiments, to promote
authentic patriotism as enshrined in the National anthem and the pledge.
vii. The State should wake up to her duties of creating an enabling environment for employment and job creation.
viii. Religious leaders in their service to God and humanity must seek to always maintain holistic mental wellbeing.
ix. In the light of the COVID-19 experience, the State should collaborate more with religious organizations inproviding quality services in our health institutions.
x. Religious institutions should see the pandemic as an awakening call to engage relevant organizations to promote research to improve healthcare.
xi. The essential activities of the National Orientation Agency, which hitherto seems to be comatose, should be reactivated, as time ﬂies irreversibly.
Conclusion
We are grateful to God for the outgoing President, Fr. Sylvester Onmoke and his team, for leading the Association so far. May God bless their labours with fruitfulness.
We are also blessed with a new Executive of the NCDPA with Rev. Fr. JohnboscoEzehi to lead the aﬀairs of the Association in the next four years. We are thankful to
God for His mercies, especially in keeping us through the COVID-19 pandemic. We pray for our priests and lay faithful who have succumbed in death to this scourge.
May God grant eternal rest to their souls. We make the wish of Anthony Cardinal Okogie ours as we say, “May the Pandemic go to bed early and never rise again”.
Although, the ﬁg tree does not blossom, nor fruit be in the vine; the olive may fail, and the ﬁelds yield no food, the ﬂock out of the pen, and there are no cattle in the
stalls, yet, we will rejoice in Yahweh; we will exult in the God our Saviour…(Habakkuk 3:17). Our Hope remains unwavering, we call for untiring prayers for families,
our Church and country Nigeria struggling to uphold her character in these critical times.
We commend our nation to the amiable care and maternal intercession of Our Lady, Queen and Patroness of Nigeria. May
Mary, Mother of the Clergy and Health of the Sick intercede for us always. Amen.
Given on this 28th day of October 2021 at St. Leo’s Catholic Church, Ikeja, Lagos
Very Rev. Fr. Sylvester ONMOKE
National President

Rev. Fr. Francis IKHIANOSIME
Secretary
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The Woman; A River

How She Lives

By: Mrs Sarah Sam

that sells any day. This

are just humbled by situations surrounding us.
There had been cases where some people were rated

arrogance when people start progressing could be

virtue is associated

very humble until they got wealth and power. Hence

scary. Some of them display traits that you wouldn't

with everything good.

the saying that you don't know a man until you give him

Humility is the

power. Money is power in our contest. Circumstances

ordinarily associate them with.
Was that what Christ was preaching? What had

characteristic of being humble; never being arrogant.

and issues of life have a way of making a rather

happened to politeness we were known for? Do you

Humility is thinking of another better than you.

arrogant man appear humble. People who fall short of

know that God could have given you the physical and

Humility is modesty. Humility is having the ability to

their personal and even societal expectations; and

material blessings because of your humility? Wealth is

show oﬀ yet decide to keep cool for God's sake. Jesus

people who have been through hard times will tend to

a manifestation of God's goodness and should not

Christ, our model, preached humility on

appear humble. Sometimes, I wonder if they had been

make anyone arrogant. If you have ever been poor, and

Humility is a virtue

pretending all the years because the switch to

His popular sermon on the mount. 'Blessed

eventually get wealthy, I'm sure you

are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the

wouldn't want to go back to poverty. God

kingdom of God', Matt 5:3.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y, m o s t N i g e r i a n s

has blessed you for reasons, especially that

misunderstand this part of the sermon.

you might be a blessing to those around you.
Humility comes from within. Even the

Jesus was not referring to material lack as

wealthy will be humble if they truly are. As

most of us preach. Jesus Christ was speciﬁc

we pray for blessings, let us not forget to ask

in His choice of words 'poor in SPIRIT.

for the grace to be able to manage our wealth

Most Nigerian Christians are 'humble' in

in humility that the world would not

outlook and are still preaching the word of

perceive us as being humbled by our

God today because of poverty and laziness.

situations.
Shalom

In the face of diﬃculties, some of us appear
to be humble but in the real sense of it, we

ASA, EDE ATI IGBAGBO

ÌṢẸ̀ Ṣ E ÀTI Ẹ̀ S ÌN ṢÍṢE
By Fr. Anthony Adetayo
Lati owo: Fr. Oduntan Evaristus-Mary

N

ínú àwọn
ìwádìí mi lórí
ohun tí à ń pè

ní ÌṢÈ Ṣ̣E, a ﬁ yé mi pé
ìṣeṣ̣̀ e jé ̣ àwọn on
̀ ̣ à tàbí
ìlànà tí ey
̀ ̣ a ènìyàn tàbí agbègbè ènìyàn ń rìn
láti ﬁ tàbí bu iyì fún ìbára-ní-gbé èyí tí ó ń fún
àṣà wa ní ẹwà tó sì ń pon
́ ̣ -ọn lé dáradára. Ìṣeṣ̣̀ e,
wáyìí, jé ̣ ohun pàtàkì tí bu ẹwà àti iyì fún àṣà
àwa ed
̀ ̣ á Ọloṛ́ un. Bí ó ti lè j̣é p̣é eṣ̀ ìn àbáláyé jé ̣
ok
̀ ̣ an nínú ıṣ̣̀ eṣ̣̀ e àwa ènìyàn aláwò ̣ dúdú, èyí

won
́ ̣ ń buyì fún àwa ed
̀ ̣ a Ọloṛ́ un ni a sọ wípé won
̣́
parapò ̣ sí ohun tí a ń pè ní ìṣeṣ̣̀ e. Àwọn ìṣeṣ̣̀ e tí

IJÓ:- Ìwé mímó ̣ kò lòdì sí ijó láàárín
ìjọsìn rárá. Nítorí fíﬁ gbogbo ara yin Olúwa jé ̣

won
́ ̣ ń súyọ nínú eṣ̀ ìn wa ni:
a.
ÌKÍNI:- Ìkíni jé ọhun pàtàkì nínú àṣà wa.

àmì ìmoore sí Ẹled
́ ̣ àá wa. Dáfídì, nínú ìwé
mímo,̣́ ﬁ ohùn àti gbogbo ara rè ỵin Ọloṛ́ un lógo.

c.

Èyí on
̀ ̣ à tí a ﬁ ń ﬁ ow
̀ ̣ ò ̣ fún ẹni tí ow
̀ ̣ ò ̣ yẹ fún. Bí a
ṣe ń kí àgbàlagbà, bee
́ ̣ ̀ ṇi, à ń kí ọmọdé. Bí èyí sì

d.

rí be,̣̀ ibow
̀ ̣ ò ̣ wa sí Ẹled
́ ̣ àá, nípàtàkì, jé ̣ ohun tí ó

“oúnjẹ ni àwò ̣ ara”. Bí oúnjẹ ṣe ń fún àwò ̣ ara

pọn-dandan gbon
̀ ̣ láti ṣe. Bí a ṣe ń kí Ẹled
́ ̣ àá nínú

lóge bee
́ ̣ ̀ ̣ geg
́ ̣ é ̣ ni Àsè Olúwa ń fún em
̀ ̣ í wa ní
oore-of̣̀ é ḷáti wà ní ìṣọkan peḷ̀ ú Ẹled
́ ̣ àá re.̣̀ Oúnjẹ

Mísà bee
́ ̣ ̀ ṇi à ń kí ara wa bí a ṣe ń wípé; “kí
Olúwa wà peḷ̀ ú yín”. Ìkí yìí jé ̣ò ṇà tí a ﬁ ń kí ara
káàbò ̣ sínú ìjọsìn. Ní kété tí ìkí wa bá ní ìfé ̣ àti
àlàáfíà nínú, tí kò sí àbòsí nínú re,̣̀ ọpoḷ̀ ọpò ̣oore-

OÚNJẸ/ÀSÈ:- Àwọn Yorùbá bò ̣ won
́ ̣ ní

tàbí Àsè máa ń ﬁ ìṣọkan àti ìrep
́ ̣ ò ̣ sáàárín ẹbí,
ẹgbé ̣tàbí àwujọ. Àsè Olúwa Jésù Krístì jé ̣ohun
ìṣọkan fún àwọn onígbàgbó ̣re.̣̀
Lórí àwọn ohun won
̀ ̣ yí, ìṣeṣ̣̀ e jé ̣ ohun tí ó ń mú

kò jé ̣ ìbeṛ̀ è ̣ àti òpin ìṣeṣ̣̀ e wa. Òḳan nínú
ogunlog
́ ̣ ò ̣ ni ó je.̣́ Nítorí, nínú ìṣeṣ̣̀ e ni a ti ní:

of̣̀ é ạ̀ti ìbùkún ni yóò jé ṭi ogunlog
́ ̣ o.̣̀

ìkíni, oge ṣíṣe, aṣọ/ew
̀ ̣ ù wíwo,̣̀ oúnjẹ, orin, ijó,

b.

ORIN:- Orin kíkọ jé ọ̀ ḳan nínú àwọn àṣà

ìtumò ̣ pàtàkì wá fún ìgbésí ayé àti ìgbàgbó ̣ àwa
ènìyàn. Kò sí bí ed
̀ ̣ á ènìyàn ṣe lè gbàgbé orísun tí

eṣ̀ ìn, Abbl. Àwọn won
̀ ̣ yí ni à ń pè ní ÀṢÀ àti
ÌṢE. Àṣà àti ìṣe àwa aláwò ̣dúdú ni àwọn ohun

wa. Ó jé ọhun tí ń fún ọkàn ní ìdùnnú, tó sì ń mú

yóò yára rí tàbí ní ìgbéga. Ṣèbí “odò tí ó bá

ara yá. Orin kíkọ láàárín tàbí nínú ìjọsìn ń mú

gbàgbé orísun gbígbẹ ní ń gbẹ”. Olúwa Jésù

ara yá, ó sì ń mú ọkàn olùfọnsìn ṣípa sí Ọloṛ́ un.

Krístì kò pa ìṣeṣ̣̀ e àwọn ènìyàn rè ̣ ré ̣ ṣùgbon
̣́ Ó

Nínú ìgbàgbo,̣́ a ﬁ yé wa pé bí a bá kọ orin
lee
́ ̣ ̀ ḳan a ti gbóhùn àdúrà sí Ọloṛ́ un léèmejì. Orin

mú èyí tí kò ﬁ ìyìn fún Elédùmarè kúrò. Èyí jásí

ıṣ̣̀ eṣ̣̀ e tí won
́ ̣ ń mú wa mọ rírì Ọloṛ́ un, Ẹni tí í ṣe
Ẹled
́ ̣ àá wa gbogbo, àti oore-of̣̀ é ̣ tí Èdùmàrè
fún àwa ed
̀ ̣ á re.̣̀
KÍNI ÌṢÈ Ṣ̣E NÍNÚ È ṢÌN?
Bí a ti sọ síwájú, àwọn ohun tí a ń pè ní àṣà, tí

kíkọ jé ị̀ṣeṣ̣̀ e pàtàkì nínú ìjọsìn.

pé òòṣà bíbọ kò buyì fún Ọloṛ́ un nítorí Òun
fúnrarè ḳò ̣ó ̣sílè (̣Ex. 20,2; Deut. 5,6).
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Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Imomo hosted Ijebu-Igbo Deanery
after emerging as the debt-free Deanery in the Diocese in 2021

Diocesan Youth
Praise night
in Sagamu
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Our Lady of Fatima, J6

Ijebu Ode Diocesan seminarian meets with
Pope on celebration of culture
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THE FAMILY: HOME FOR HUMAN LIFE
By Sr. Esther Ogbaji

INTRODUCTION
In our world today, most especially in Nigeria, people are

Hence, the family is the ﬁrst school of the social virtues

beginning to forget the importance of family, the values of

that every society needs or the children should be taught

family in promoting the human life. So many abuses,

from their early years to have a knowledge of God

corruption all over the world against the human life is an

according to the faith received in baptism. Parent should

indication of the dis-connect between the love of family

by their words and example be the ﬁrst preacher of the

and the human life. In this essay, we shall attempt an
exposition of these problems pertaining to the family with

faith to their children.
In addition, The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2258

homes make good society. The family is the root from

a view to holding that the family remains the bedrock and

says that human life is sacred because from its beginning

which all societal norms and abnormalities emerge. When

home for the human life.
FAMILY AND HUMAN LIFE
Family institution is the oldest of the ﬁve social

it involves the creative action of God and it remains

the home is healed, the society will be healed. The society

forever in a special relationship with the creator, who is its

will either be a good home or a bad home for the human

sole end. Pope Benedict XVI says “human right is the

life depending on the values and quality of the families.

with diﬃculty can it be supplied where it is lacking.

institutions common to any human society. It was the ﬁrst

2.
The atmosphere of the home itself.
3.
The way the home is run.
The home becomes a foundation for the family's shared
sense of purpose while providing a spring board for each
member to pursue his or her own goals. If the society must
be corrected, it must start from the home. Since the home
is the structural and functional unit of the society. Good

Highly valued families make up highly valued home, and

institution ordained by God right

consequently highly valued

from the Garden of Eden. The
family is indeed the home for

human life.
When a bad man marries a bad

human life in all, because it is the

woman, they give birth to bad

basic cell of the society and the

children while they graduate to the

foundation for the other social

position of bad parents. Bad

institutions such as religion,

families eventually breed bad

education, commerce,

street, bad street aggregate into

government and politics.
Since the home is a place where

bad communities. It also becomes

something is discovered,

Local Governments form bad

founded, developed or promoted,

states, with bad governors. With

the family which makes up the
home is the dwelling place of the

time bad countries emerge.
The role of the family as the home

human life. Human life lives or

for human life cannot be

originates from within the home.

underestimated for the families

There, we learn the values of love,

make up the world. The solution

a bad Local Government and bad

trust, hope, belief, culture, morals,

right to life itself”. This is true of life from the moment of

for the world starts with the

traditions and other relevant parts of the human life.
ORIGIN OF HUMAN LIFE
Human life comes to existence as a result of God making

conception to its natural end, abortion, consequently

homes. The family is inseparable from the human life, for

cannot be a human right, it is the very opposite.

all human life stem from it. The conjugal union of the

man in his own image and likeness, God gave man special

husband and wife from family home nurtures the best

status and dominion over all other living things.

THE FAMILY AS A HOME FOR HUMAN LIFE
When a family shares principles and values they grow

(Gen.1.27). As a gift from God, every human life is sacred

together. The home becomes a foundation for the family.

from conception to natural death. The life and dignity of

The ultimate beauty in a home is to invite God into the

every person must be respected and protected at every

home making the home a place of study and prayer,

CONCLUSION
Even though links existed between child care features and

stage and in every condition.
God has given our parent the power to procreate which

because the family itself is a product of God's love. The

child development, the quality of interactions between

home is the source, since life is about relationship.

parents and children was more important for children's

now means that human life revolves round the family. The

Association is the mother of the community. The state of

development. Children did better if parents were more

family stands as the take oﬀ point for other human

the society is the function of the state of the home. All

sensitive, responsive, and attentive. If families are always

activities and institutions. In fact the ﬁrst gift man gets

great and all men come from the home. All good and bad

in conﬂict, and the children are drawn into many

from God apart from his life is to have parents with whom

leaders also come from the home. The wealth and

arguments and disagreements, they are much more likely

together, make a family and from where he is supported,

complexity of the individual's social content are

to become withdrawn or have a personality that is

taught values in life and given strong foundation.
According to Gravissimum Educationis No 3, parents

conditioned by the diversity of his links with the family

conﬂict-driven as they grow older. In addition, if a family

and his home.

does not have any sort of structure within the household,

have given children their life; they are bound by the most

American president. The same is true for the worse
American criminal. The diﬀerence is family upbringing.

children will be much more impulsive and may get into

serious obligation to educate their oﬀ-spring and

There are three key elements in building a peaceful home

trouble more often than children who come from

therefore must be recognized as the primary and principal

life
1.

structured households. For a child to value the human life

educators. This role in education is so important that only

The relationship between family members.

suﬃciently, the family must play its role as the real home.
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THE PERIODONTAL DISEASE
By: Pharm. Oguntolu Blessing Adedoyin

H

ave you ever
thought about
the causes of
irritation, redness and
swelling (inﬂammation) of the gum? Gingivitis is a
common and mild form of gum disease (periodontal
disease). Gingivitis can lead to much more serious gum
disease called periodontitis and tooth loss.
Chronic gingiva inﬂammation has been thought to be
associated with some systemic diseases such as
respiratory disease, diabetes, coronary artery disease,
stroke and rheumatoid arthritis. Some research suggests
that the bacteria responsible for periodontitis can enter
the bloodstream through gum tissue, possibly aﬀecting
the heart, lungs and other parts of the body.
Trench mouth, also known as necrotizing ulcerative
gingivitis (NUG), is a severe form of gingivitis that
causes painful, infected, bleeding gums and ulcerations.
Trench mouth is rare today in developed nations, though
it's common in developing countries that have poor
nutrition and poor living conditions.
SYMPTOMS
Healthy gums are ﬁrm, pale pink and ﬁtted tightly
around the teeth. Signs and symptoms of gingivitis
include: Swollen or puﬀy gums, dusky red or dark red
gums, gums that bleed easily during brushing, bad
breath, receding gums and tender gums.
CAUSES

The most common cause of gingivitis is poor oral
hygiene that encourages plaque to form on teeth, causing
inﬂammation of the surrounding gum tissues.
1. Plaque forms on the teeth. Plaque is an invisible,
sticky ﬁlm composed mainly of bacteria that forms on
the teeth when starches and sugars in food interact with
bacteria normally found in the mouth. Plaque requires

daily removal because it re-forms quickly.
2. Plaque turns into tartar. Plaque that stays on the teeth
can harden under the gumline into tartar (calculus),
which collects bacteria. Tartar makes plaque more
diﬃcult to remove, creates a protective shield for
bacteria and causes irritation along the gumline. A
professional dental is needed to remove tartar.
3. Gingiva become inﬂamed (gingivitis). The longer that

plaque and tartar remain on the teeth, the more they
irritate the gingiva, the part of the gum around the base of
the teeth, causing inﬂammation. The gums become
swollen and bleed easily. Tooth decay (dental caries)
also may result. If not treated, gingivitis can advance to
periodontitis and eventual tooth loss.
RISK FACTORS
Gingivitis is common, and anyone can develop it.
Factors that can increase the risk of gingivitis include:
Poor oral care habits, smoking or chewing tobacco,
older age, dry mouth, poor nutrition including vitamin C
deﬁciency, dental restorations etc.
PREVENTION
1 Good oral hygiene. That means brushing of the teeth
for two minutes at least twice daily — in the morning
and before going to bed — and ﬂossing at least once a
day. Better yet, brush after every meal or snack. Flossing
before you brush allows you to clean away the loosened
food particles and bacteria.
2. Regular dental visits. See a dentist or dental hygienist
regularly for cleanings, usually every six to 12 months.
If there are risk factors that increase the chance of
developing periodontitis — such as having dry mouth,
taking certain medications or smoking.
In conclusion, maintain good health practices such as
healthy eating to maintain gum health. Annual dental Xrays can help identify diseases that are not seen by a
visual dental examination and monitor for changes in
dental health.

#EndSarsMemorial: A Righteous Indignation
byFestus Ogun

D

espite threats and warnings from the
authorities, courageous Nigerian
youths were out in considerable large
numbers to mark the one-year anniversary of the
historical EndSars protest. Recall that October
last year, youths across the country staged a civil
demonstration against police brutality, extortion
and extrajudicial killings and it lasted for days
until it was fatally dispersed by security
agencies.
The Memorial Protest was not only desirable
but became inevitably imperative. The attitude
of the authorities in the past one year shows they
have not learnt any genuine lesson in respect of
the causes and aftermaths of the protests.
Instructively, they have, in the last one year, not
shown any signiﬁcant reparation, sobriety and
commitment towards implementing the noble
demands of the protesters.
We still read in the news, almost on a daily basis,
cases of police brutality, extrajudicial killings,
extortion, bribery and torture. As a legal
practitioner, I get constant reports of police
related rights encroachments. Innocent young
people are being gruesomely murdered as
though human lives no longer mean a thing –

and the
culprits
get away
with it.
Look,
security
agencies
are still
v e r y
active in
the illicit
business
o
f
descendi
n
g
aggressively on the sacred rights of the people.
With this, can we say the authorities are truly
ready to put an end to the gross human rights
violations or they are merely paying lips service?
Can we truly fault the rightful indignation of the
protesting youths?
We do not have a leadership that is committed to
courageously addressing the issues that arose as a
result of the EndSars protests. If they really cared
about the agonizing cries of the people, they
would not be found clamping down on peaceful
protesters exercising their human rights. It is
indeed ironic that a government that proclaims to

be committed to
addressing the
menace of
s e c u r i t y
agencies would
publicly order
and support the
assault on
c i t i z e n s
exercising their
human rights to
demonstration.
Given that the
E n d S a r s
struggle was a
ﬁght against injustice, the authorities should not
have repaid young people demanding for a
better life and country with more injustice.
Unleashing violence against a people
demanding to live and for better welfare will
invariably result to more violence. The
government of President Buhari cannot sow
injustice, violence and inhumane treatment
against the people and expect to reap peace,
progress and unity. Those who eat sour grapes
would deﬁnitely have their teeth set on edge.
The Memorial Protest was bound to happen,
again and again, because the leaderships of our

country are resolute in their mission to
institutionalize impunity because they proﬁt
largely from the criminality of rogue security
oﬃcers. The impunity of the police and other
security agencies is the very weapon with which
the principalities and powers hold grip on our
collective glory. The violence and brutality we
see at every nook and cranny are a key instrument
with which they perpetuate themselves in power.
The ruling authorities understand that a country
where rule of law reigns, where impunity is a
treasonous crime and where democratic
principles prevail will put an end to the current
feudalist system.
One cannot beat a child and expect that he/she
would not cry. The Nigerian state has violated the
people of Nigeria for too long and should not act
surprised when the people rise to demand a
country that works for all. They have all valid
reasons to demand for a better country. I daresay
that unless the current policing system gets
radically reformed, more EndSars protests would
hit the street.
Festus Ogun is a Lagos-based lawyer and human
rights activist. festusogunlaw@gmail.com
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REREAD AND BE PASSIONATE ABOUT THE GOSPEL...
POPE FRANCIS
Vatican City

P

ope Francis on Sunday Oct 31, 2021 urged

our neighbor. It is necessary that this commandment,

Catholics to read, reread, and be passionate

the ‘great commandment,’ resound in us, that we

about the Gospel.
In his Angelus address on Oct. 31, the pope said that

assimilate it, that it become the voice of our

familiarity with Sacred Scripture leads to intimacy

conscience,” he commented.
“This way, it does not remain a dead letter, in the

with God. “Dear brothers and sisters, the Lord is not

drawer of the heart, because the Holy Spirit makes the

so much looking for skilled Scripture commentators,

seed of that Word germinate in us. And the Word of

but for docile hearts which, welcoming his Word,

God works, it is alive and eﬀective.” “In this way, each

allow themselves to be changed inside,” he said.
“This is why it is so important to be familiar with the news: it must be repeated, made one’s own,
Gospel, to always have it at hand — even a pocket- safeguarded.”

one of us can become a living ‘translation,’ diﬀerent
and original. Not a repetition, but a living ‘translation,’
diﬀerent and original, of the one Word of love that God

size Gospel in our pockets, in our purses to read and The pope observed that the monastic tradition says
reread, to be passionate about it.” “When we do this, that the Word of God must be “ruminated.” “It must

example: no one is the same as the other, they are all

Jesus, the Word of the Father, enters into our hearts, resound, echo, and re-echo within us,” he explained.
he becomes intimate with us and we bear fruit in “When there is this interior echo, it means that the

diﬀerent, but all with the same Word of God.”
The pope concluded his reﬂection by encouraging

Him.”
Lord dwells in the heart. And he says to us, just as he
“In giving his assent, why did that scribe feel the need did to that excellent scribe in the Gospel: ‘You are not
to repeat Jesus’ same words? This repetition seems to far from the kingdom of God.’”

pilgrims to imitate the scribe.
He said: “Let us repeat Jesus’ words, making them

be more surprising if we think that this is the Gospel The pope said that this Sunday’s Gospel reading
of Mark, who has a very concise style. So, what could oﬀered a good example of why it was necessary to

our soul, with all our mind and with all our strength

this repetition mean?” he asked.
meditate deeply on the Scriptures. “It is not enough to
“It is a teaching for us who are listening. For the Word read it and understand that we need to love God and
of the Lord cannot be received as any other type of

gives us.” “We see this in the lives of the saints, for

resound in us: ‘To love God with all our heart, with all
and my neighbor as myself.’”
“And let us ask ourselves: does this commandment
truly orient my life? Does this commandment resonate
in my daily life?”

ENGLISH CARDINAL ORDAINS EX-ANGLICAN BISHOP
AS CATHOLIC PRIEST
By CNA

E

bishop as a Catholic priest. The

Nazir-Ali, the former Anglican bishop of

archbishop of Westminster described the

Rochester, England, entered into full

ordination of Dr. Michael Nazir-Ali at an Oct.

communion with Rome within the Personal

30 Mass at the Church of Our Lady of the

Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham on

Assumption and St. Gregory, Warwick Street,

Sept. 29. The personal ordinariate was created

London, as “a moment of great joy.”

“The

by Benedict XVI in 2011 for groups of former

Church places such trust and conﬁdence in the

Anglicans seeking to preserve elements of their

eﬀectiveness of the ordained ministry. So that is

patrimony. The 72-year-old who was once

why this ordination is a moment of great joy,”

considered a possible future Archbishop of

the cardinal said in his homily at the live-

Canterbury, the spiritual leader of the world’s

streamed Mass. “It is a moment in which we ask

85 million Anglicans, was ordained as a

the Lord to eﬀect in you, Michael, a full

Catholic deacon on Oct. 28 by Archbishop

inclusion into the ordained ministry of the

Kevin McDonald, the emeritus archbishop of

Catholic Church. As the prayer we have just

Southwark.

nglish Cardinal Vincent Nichols on

fruitfulness of the priestly ministry you have

Saturday ordained a former Anglican

faithfully exercised for so many years now.”

oﬀered stated, here we seek to build on the

13 VOLUME 4 NO 73/EST.2004

November Edition 2021
The

PA R N E R

Faith & Doctrine

MUST A THEOLOGIAN BE A SAINT?
INTRODUCTION
The ability to wonder and the quest to know more have made men and women
of diﬀerent ages to ask questions that have bearing on the faith. Among the
questions asked is must a theologian be a saint? In the attempt to answer this
question, we must clarify the term “theologian” and “saint”.
WHO IS A THEOLOGIAN
A theologian is a person versed in the study of theology. A theologian is
anyone who has asked the ultimate questions of life: Why am I here? What is
life? What happens after death? What is the diﬀerence between right and
wrong? The theologian deals with theology. Theology is the systematic study
of God. It is an eﬀort to research and carry out an orderly study for a more
concise language. Theology deals with how God reveals himself in nature to
us.
We can divide theologians into six categories. Tabloid, Folk, Lay, Ministerial,
Professional, and Academic.
Tabloid Theologian: One who
constructs his or her theology based
on naïve hearsay information that has
no basis in fact and very little, if any
evidence to be believed. Many times
people are Tabloid theologians
because of the theology's appearance
of originality. Folk Theologian: One
who uncritically and unreﬂectively
constructs his or her theology
according to traditions and religious
folklore. The Folk theologian is often
very dogmatic and militant about his
or her beliefs.
Lay Theologian: A layperson, who
constructs his or her theology and
who, unlike the folk and tabloid
theologian, is (1) More reﬂective
upon learned theological concepts.
(2) Likely to formulate a system of
beliefs which distinguishes between essential and non-essential doctrine. (3)
More critical of unfounded traditions. (4) Willing to use study tools.
Ministerial Theologian: A layperson who constructs his or her theology and
who unlike the lay theologian is (1) Educated in theological methodology. (2)
Able to use study tools and resources at a more eﬀective level. (3) Able to
openly critique personal theology against competing models. (4) Intent on
devoting more time to reﬂection so that theological integration can take place.
Professional Theologian: One who constructs his or her theology and makes a
living doing so. They usually are (1) didactically purposed toward lay and
pastoral theologians. (2) Conduct practical original research. (3) Critically
evaluate common theological trends and folk theology.
Academic Theologian: A professional theologian who constructs his or her
theology with an overly speculative and critical spirit. His dialog can usually
only come with other theologians. It is often called “Ivory Tower” theology.
WHO IS A SAINT
The word “saint” comes from the Latin word “sancti” and from the Greek
word “hagios” which means “consecrated to God, holy, sacred, pious”. In the
Modern Catholic Encyclopaedia, Minnesota, Liturgical Press, 2004, In the
early Church, all the faithful, that is, all Christians were called saints.
Numerous Bible passages make allusion to this Psalm 34:9 says 'praise the
Lord you his saints'. Acts of the Apostle 9:32 says “And this is just what I did in

Jerusalem, not only did I lock up many of the saints in prison. However as a
community of disciples became larger and older and in many cases less fervent, it
became more visual to call only exceptional people saints and only after they had died
and especially if they had died as martyrs, that is, killed for being Christians.
Since then, saints have been understood as people who are recognized as living
exceptional degree of holiness or likeness to God. Therefore, a saint is a person with
remarkable holiness who lived a life as heroic virtue during his or her pilgrimage on
earth. A saint is a disciple who has lived a life exampling ﬁdelity to the Lord (CCC
2156) and is worthy of imitation. He or she is a person who lived a life as heroic
sanctity while on earth. He is now dead and has been declared to be in heaven. Simply
put, a saint is a person who lived his or her life according to how God wanted him or
her to live it.
One may begin to wonder if the theologian and the saint has any meeting point. This
wonder is based on the fact that you cannot talk of a theologian being a saint if there is
nothing they had in common. The
theologian and saint have certain
things in common.
The ﬁrst is that they believe in God.
The theologian who studies God
cannot be called a theologian if he
does not believe in God because to
study theology signiﬁes a belief in
God's existence. On the other hand,
the saint also believes in God because
he lives in obedience to the precept of
God.
The theologian and the saint believe
in Christ
MUST A THEOLOGIAN BE A
SAINT
To put this question succinctly, must
the theologian be holy or be in
heaven? This is because being a
theologian, he knows God and
knowing God implies he or she knows
what God wants and does not want. If this is true, a theologian must be a saint because
as Plato says, “It is ignorance that makes one do what is bad. Hence, as a theologian,
one's knowledge of God necessitates one's zeal to please him at all time, and thereby
living virtuously and ending up in heaven.
A theologian uses the Bible as the ﬁrst inspired, authoritative, and fully truthful source
for what he or she should think about and live before God. As ministry leaders, they
have an obligation to know the Word, to saturate themselves in the Word, and to be
able to pass it on to others.
St. Augustine deﬁnes theology as a rational discussion respecting the deity. Such
respect introduces beliefs and convictions. Theology is ﬁdes quaerens intellectum: no
ﬁdes, no intellectum. Furthermore, one can speak about God only as one speaks to
God. Prayer is the epistemological precondition of theology, which to issue in pietas
must begin with invocation.
CONCLUSION
One can say from the foregoing that a theologian must and should be a saint except he
or she chooses not to utilize what is in his or her disposal. However, while we can say
that a theologian must be a saint, one must also not that a person does not have to be a
theologian before becoming a saint.
This is why St. Augustine's states “I don't understand so that I might believe, but I
believe so that I might understand.” This idea gives emphasis to the priority and
necessity of belief in the Christian intellectual pursuits. One cannot truly and fully
understand spiritual matters unless he or she ﬁrst believes them to be true.
Consequently, a true theologian ought to be a saint.
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Who needs what to qualify for the UCL last 16...
By Lydia O'Kane

cover all potential situations.
Group E: Bayern (9pts) vs Benﬁca (4), Dynamo Kyiv
(1) vs Barcelona (3)
- Bayern will qualify for the round of 16 if they do not
lose to Benﬁca. Bayern will be conﬁrmed in ﬁrst place
if they win and Barcelona do not beat Dynamo.

Wednesday 3 November

- Dynamo will be unable to ﬁnish in the top two if they
lose to Barcelona and Benﬁca do not lose to Bayern,
though they would still be able to qualify for the UEFA
Europa League.

- Leipzig will be unable to ﬁnish in the top two if they
lose to Paris, or if they draw and City beat Club
Brugge, though they would still be able to qualify for
the UEFA Europa League.

Group F: Villarreal (4) vs Young Boys (3), Atalanta (4)
vs Manchester United (6)

Group B: AC Milan (0) vs Porto (4), Liverpool (9) vs
Atlético (4)

- Nothing can be settled on Matchday 4.

- Liverpool will qualify for the round of 16 if they beat
Atlético, or if they draw and Porto do not beat Milan.
Liverpool will be conﬁrmed in ﬁrst place if they win
and Porto do not.

Group G: Sevilla (3) vs LOSC Lille (2), Wolfsburg (2)
vs Salzburg (7)

H

- Malmö will be unable to ﬁnish in the top two if they
do not beat Chelsea, though they would still be able to
qualify for the UEFA Europa League.

ere is a look at what teams need to do to
progress to the next round of the UEFA
Champions League. Catch all the action live
on SuperSport with live streaming on Dstv.

- Salzburg will qualify for the round of 16 if they beat
Wolfsburg.

All information in this article is subject to ﬁnal
conﬁrmation from UEFA. These examples may not

- Juventus will qualify for the round of 16 if they avoid
defeat against Zenit.

Group H: Juventus (9) vs Zenit (3), Malmö (0) vs
Chelsea (6)

Group A: Leipzig (0) vs Paris (7), Manchester City (6)
vs Club Brugge (4)

- Milan will be unable to ﬁnish in the top two if they
lose to Porto, or if they draw and Atlético beat
Liverpool. Milan will be conﬁrmed in fourth place,
and out of contention for a UEFA Europa League
berth, if they lose and Atlético win.

Group C: Dortmund (6) vs Ajax (9), Sporting (3) vs
Besiktas (0)
- Ajax will qualify for the round of 16 if they beat
Dortmund, or if they draw and Sporting do not beat
Besiktas. Ajax will be conﬁrmed in ﬁrst place if they
win and Sporting do not.
- Besiktas will be unable to ﬁnish in the top two if they
lose to Sporting, or if they draw and Dortmund do not
lose to Ajax. Besiktas will be conﬁrmed in fourth
place, and out of contention for a UEFA Europa
League berth, if they lose and Dortmund do not.
Group D: Sheriﬀ (6) vs Inter (4), Real Madrid (6) vs
Shakhtar (1)
- Shakhtar will be unable to ﬁnish in the top two if they
lose to Madrid and Sheriﬀ beat Inter, though they
would still be able to qualify for the UEFA Europa
League.

2022WorldCupQualiﬁers:IghaloreturnsasNigerianame
24playersforLiberiaandCapeVerdegames
tournament in Cameroon. Nigeria will travel to Morocco for their penultimate
Group C ﬁxture against Liberia on November 13 before hosting Cape Verde
in Lagos, three days later.

T

he 32-year-old has rescinded his decision to retire
from international duty and he is available to
feature for Gernot Rohr's team in the coming days

The three-time African champions sit atop Group C with nine points from
four matches while Cape Verde trail in second spot with seven points,
followed by the Central African Republic in third spot with four points and
Liberia at the bottom with three points.

Nigeria have included Al Shabab striker Odion Ighalo in
their 24-man squad for the 2022 World Cup qualiﬁers
against Liberia and Cape Verde Islands later this month.
Ighalo retired from Super Eagles duty after the 2019 Africa
Cup of Nations in Egypt where he helped the West African
country win bronze.

The Super Eagles are aiming to advance into the third qualifying round of the
World Cup qualiﬁers where winners of the 10 groups will face-oﬀ in homeand-away matches for the ﬁnal ﬁve tickets allotted to Africa for Qatar 2022.

His return to Gernot Rohr’s squad is expected to boost their attacking options as they
head into their ﬁnal group games in the World Cup qualiﬁers before next year’s Afcon

Also back in Rohr's selection is Villarreal winger Samuel Chukwueze who
recently returned from a lengthy lay-oﬀ alongside Leicester City’s Wilfred
Ndidi who has recovered from a hamstring injury.

https://www.goal.com/en/news

KamaruUsmanvsSaul'Canelo'Alvarez:
UFCstarwantsboxingcrossoverwithMexican
match with Saul 'Canelo' Alvarez in the his bout with Covington, he would talk to the
UFC president about putting the ﬁght
future.
'The Nigerian Nightmare' believes that this together. "We'll see who does better," Usman
ﬁght could be billed as the clash between the said.
two best pound for pound ﬁghters in their “We're both in the business of entertainment
prime. "I think that's something that [would nowadays. He's gonna entertain on the same
night. So will we. We'll see who does better
be] the biggest ever in history," Usman said.
“That's what I'm looking to do. That's numbers and then we're gonna sit there and
something that scares me. That's something we'll have a discussion with the pound for
that gets me up in the morning. That's pound best promoter in the game Dana White
something that I might risk leaving my and we'll try to make something happen."

T

he best pound for pound mixed martial artist
Kamaru Usman has set his sights on one of
the top ﬁghters in the world... but this ﬁghter
happens to be from the boxing fraternity rather than
the UFC one.

daughter for another 12 weeks for." While
Usman will defend his title against Colby
Covington at Madison Square Garden,
Canelo will simultaneously aim to become
an undisputed world champion for the ﬁrst
time in his career in Las Vegas.

The 34-year-old Nigerian native last lost a
ﬁght in 2013 and is aiming for 14 straight
UFC victories, only behind all-time great
Anderson Silva (16).

Since his title ﬁght against Tyron Woodley
back in 2019, Usman has successfully
The current welterweight champion Usman said at the Although he has not spoken about it yet with defended his title four times.
UFC 268 media day that he is aiming for a boxing Dana White, Usman has said that if he wins
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The solemnity of our Lord Jesus ChrisT King of the Universe
by Sharla Guenther

T

and absolute dominion over all things created.Christ is also king

he solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, king of the
by acquired, as well as natural right for he is our Redeemer. We are

Universe, commonly referred to as the feast of Christ
no longer our own property for Christ

the king, Christ the king Sunday and
has purchased us with a great price, our

Reign of Christ Sunday is a recent
very bodies are the members of
addition to the Western liturgical
christ.A third ground of sovereignty is
calendar instituted in 1925 by Pope Pius
that God bestowed upon Christ the
XI for the Roman Rite of the Catholic
nations of the world as His special
Church. In 1970, it’s Roman Rite
possession and dominion. “All power
observance was moved to the ﬁnal
in heaven and on earth has been given
Sunday of Ordinary Time. Therefore, the
to me”(Mathew 28:18)The celebration
earliest date on which the celebration of
of the feast leads to Advent when the
Christ the King can occur is November
church anticipates Christ’s second
20 while the latest date is November
coming.If to Christ our Lord is given
2 6 . T h e L i t u rg i c a l c o l o r f o r t h e
all power in heaven and on earth; if all
celebration is white or gold.According to
men purchased by his precious blood,
Cyril of Alexandria, christ has
are by a new right subjected to his
domination over all creatures by essence
dominions; then he must reign in our
and by nature.The word God as
minds, will, heart, and bodies.
consubstantial with the father has all
things in common with him and therefore, has necessarily supreme

Compiled by Oluwole Shile

STAR

QUIZ

of the month

1. Who instituted the feast of Christ the King?
2. What year was the feast instituted?

3. What liturgical season immediately follows Christ the King
celebration?

Name:

Clare Oyedoyin

Age:

8 years

Parish:

St Sebastian Catholic Cathedral,
Odo, Egbo

Hobbies:
4. List the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ

5. Who was the tax collector?

Reading and Singing

Favourite Saints:

St Clare

To be our star of the month, simply send your answers
via text to +234 810 168 3706 with your full name and parish.
Only the ﬁrst correct answer would be contacted.
Open to Children within the age range of 6-13 only
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